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Perfect Leadership by Example 

“The Creator of The Universe is Vulnerable to His Children?” 
 

Life Group Notes for Thursday March 1, 2012 
Teacher: Stephan   |  Facilitator/Worship: Ken  |  Prayer Facilitator/Hostess: Linda 

 

1. Foundational Scripture 1 Corinthians 13 – Love endures “all” things… 

 

2. 1 John 4:7-21 

 Love further defined and God’s expectations outlined 

 God makes the case – He is love 

 

3. Ephesians 4:30-32 

 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit 

 Verse 1: Definition of GRIEVE  

 To cause to suffer : distress <it grieves me to see him this way> 

 To feel or show grief over <grieving the death of her son>  

 To feel grief : sorrow 

 

4. Psalm 22 – The Messiah’s Ultimate Expression of Leadership By Example  

 Love from the Savior was demonstrated through agonizing pain, suffering and sacrifice. 

o Verse 1: Definition of Groaning 

To utter a deep moan indicative of pain, grief, or annoyance 

To make a harsh sound (as of creaking) under sudden or prolonged strain 

To utter or express with groaning 

The wounded man groaned in pain. 

o Verse 30: Definition of Posterity 

The future, future generations, succeeding generations 

All of a person's descendants 

 It should be noted here that this word, posterity would imply “all generations” after 

the Messiah’s sacrifice. Of course these generations would have the opportunity to 

receive Him and thereby be cleansed from sin and enjoy all the benefits of eternal life! 

Conclusions:  

If God is love, then based on His own nature He must strive to reach out to all, to benefit all and 

everything He created. Because love endures all things and hopes for the best for all, God must do all He 

can to help and enrich all of our lives, or at least the lives of those who have put their faith and trust in 

Him.  The Lord is persuaded by His own “law of love” to reach out to His children and to make Himself 

vulnerable to His family sharing his heart, soul and spirit with us who made a choice to voluntarily love 

Him.  

God therefore risks as we do, being hurt, being bruised emotionally, being grieved by His children when 

we act in ways that break, whether knowingly or unknowingly the “law of love” as outlined in 1 

Corinthians 13. Can God suffer pain and grief? The answer must be yes! Our God is a perfect leader. He 

came to this earth in the form of man and became the God-Man and showed us how to live out the “law 

of Love” in this life. He did not ask us to do what He was unwilling to do, so much so that He paid the 

ultimate price for you and me with His very life. Jesus Christ, our God and Messiah suffered, experienced 

torture and pain unimaginable so that we would never have to be separated from Him or His Father as He 

was while enduring the cross. The Father suffered pain and loss, the Son suffered pain and loss and the 

Holy Spirit suffered pain and loss for you and me! 
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A Practical Tool You Can Utilize Day by Day: 

After the Holy Spirit seared this thought we are discussing into my heart, through years of trail and pain, it 

dawned on me about six months ago, that if God has willingly become vulnerable to us, where He can in 

fact experience grief and sorrow due to my sin or bad choices, then I am obligated because of love for 

Him to do all I can not to cause Him grief or sorrow.  

How then can I accomplish this?  

The Holy Spirit showed me through a series of circumstances how this can be done. I readily admit, this 

may be a useful tool for me and not for you - because God deals with us as individuals. However, I’ll share 

this simple tool with you in the hopes that you may be able to adopt it in some way for yourself.  

Whenever I am faced with a decision or a fork in the road, or a potential temptation, I simply ask myself 

this question, I’m really asking this of the Lord however, “Lord will this hurt you or offend you if I did this 

or went down this road?”  The first time I did this and the answer came back as plain as day, “Stephan, if 

you do that you will hurt and grieve me, it will be like a dagger in my heart…” When the Holy Spirit made 

it that clear to me I was stunned, startled and this is when this method of dealing with temptation and/or 

moral dilemmas was birthed within me.  

If we pause and consider God’s feelings, just like we would a parent and just as “The Law of love” asks us 

to do, we will avoid many pains and many cuts to our own hearts.  As the Psalmist says “Selah – Stop and 

Listen, Stop and Consider, Pause and Think About It!” The Holy Spirit wants to help us. He wants to 

counsel and lead us. We just have to allow Him to do His work in us and through us. Let’s not forget, He 

will not force Himself or His ways upon us! It’s our choice, we will give an account to Christ one day for 

the choices we have made in this life.  (Romans 14:11-13) 

John 15:13-15 

When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own 

authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for 

He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said 

that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 

My Final Thoughts: 

Because God “The Father” sacrificed His only son for you and me and because the God-Head suffered 

agony that we really will not fully understand until we are in Christ’s presence, God set the example and 

He is asking us to do what He was willing to die for. He’s asking us to love one another as He loved us. 

We are without excuse. We are obligated to trust, obey and follow our Lords example. Just as Christ, we 

must be willing to take the risk of heart ache, hurt and pain and truly learn to love one another so that 

some in the world might say, “I want what they have,” and through the love we have one for the other 

some souls just might be saved! 

Yes, Jesus Christ is a perfect leader. He came to earth and gave us a perfect example, He showed us 

how to love and care for people, then He asked us to follow His example.  What a God we serve, what 

love He has bestowed on all of us who believe. Thank you Lord Jesus for loving us all so very much! 


